) '8\uc\\be.c\c.\n't

FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE

Gluaiseacht Submission on the 325MW Gas power plant in Athenry, Galway

An Coimisiln Pleandla - Case reference: PA07.324113

https://www.pleanala.ie/en-ie/case/324113

Applicant: Bord Gais Energy

20/04/26

A chara,

| refer to the above planning application and wish to make the following objection in relation
to the proposed development.

This application reflects a broader pattern that has emerged within the Irish electricity system
in recent years, the effects of which are evident in persistently high electricity costs. For
example, Figure 1 (from a recent ESRI report) illustrates that Ireland is significantly out of
step with electricity prices across Europe, with “Energy and Supply” costs accounting for
over 100% of residential electricity prices in 2023.


https://www.esri.ie/news/irish-electricity-prices-reflect-several-key-trends

FIGURE 12: PROPORTION OF ENERGY AND SUPPLY COSTS IN REAL TERMS AS A SHARE OF RESIDENTIAL
ELECTRICITY PRICES 2018-2024

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Country and year

Notes: Values show the proportion of energy and supply costs relative to total residential electricity prices, expressed in
real terms. Annual figures represent averages over the year from 2018 to 2024. Figure shows a selection of European
markets only. Markets additional to Ireland are shown for illustrative purposes.

Source:  Eurostat (2025b).

The development proposed in this application is stated to operate for approximately 100
hours per year. The project has secured a 10 year contract valued at approximately €560
million to provide 262MW of capacity when required.

Based on EirGrid projections of peak electricity demand of 7,124MW by 2034, this equates
to a relatively small proportion of overall system capacity (circa 3.7%), at a very substantial
cost.

Based on EirGrid projections of peak electricity demand of 7,124MW by 2034, this equates
to €560,680 for every hour of operation to provide just 3.7% of the projected max peak
electricity demand.

In this context, it is submitted that the proposed development raises serious questions as to
whether it represents an efficient or sustainable approach to meeting Ireland’s future energy
needs. In particular, it is difficult to reconcile such a development with the requirement to
achieve proper planning and sustainable development under the Planning and Development
Act 2000.

If permitted, the project would represent a continuation of a model of energy provision that is
neither environmentally sustainable, nor aligned with broader social and economic

objectives.

We therefore urge that permission be refused.



Electricity Price Costs

The application says that “In September 2024, Bord Gais Energy entered Ireland’s Single
Electricity Market Operator (SEMO) T-4 capacity auction for the 2027/2028 delivery year and
secured a 10-year capacity contract from October 2028 to September 2038 for the proposed
development.”

It seems from the Capacity Auction Results that Bord Gais Energy was awarded a capacity
of 262MW at a Capacity Payment Price of €214,000 per MW. This would mean for a 10 year
contract they have been awarded €0.56 billion or €56million a year for this peaker plant.
Using the applicant's figure of operation at only 100 hours a year this would work out that
Bord Gais Energy would be getting €560,680 for every hour of operation. This is insanity.

In Eirgrid’s “Resource Adequacy Assessment 2025-2034” report is estimating that the 2034
peak demand will be 7124MW.

2025 2034
6133 MW 7124 MW
B Residential 75% B Residential 59%
B Electric vehicles 1% B Electric vehicles 3%
Heat pumps 5% Heat pumps 14%
B Data centres and new tech loads 19% B Datacentres and new tech loads 24%

Figure 4.9 Sectoral contribution to Ireland’s peak demand in 2025 & 2034


https://www.sem-o.com/sites/semo/files/documents/general-publications/20282029-T-4-Final-Capacity-Auction-Results-Report-FCAR2829T-4.pdf
https://www.centrica.com/our-businesses/retail/bord-gais-energy/
https://cms.eirgrid.ie/sites/default/files/publications/AIRAA-2025-2034.pdf

It seems from the Capacity Auction Results that Bord Gais Energy was awarded a capacity
of 262MW at a Capacity Payment Price of €214,000 per MW. This would mean for a 10 year
contract they have been awarded €0.56 billion or €56million a year for this peaker plant.

Ireland already has one of the highest energy and electricity costs in the EU and this State
LNG facility will drive it even higher.

According to the most recent EuroStat statistics, excluding taxes and levies, Ireland has the
most expensive electricity prices. Ireland is now €0.0658 per KWh more expensive than the
next dearest electricity price country (Luxembourg) and €0.1413 per KWh more expensive
than the EU average.

Among the reasons for this are the following

e Ireland has been running the most expensive gas capacity auctions for a number of
years now. Research by Aurora Research commissioned by BeyondFossilFuels, into
6 different European capacity markets found that Ireland is paying the highest of any,
up to 147,580€/MW compared to the next highest of 86,206€/MW in Great Britain

e The connected fact of 6.2GW of new gas fired power plants either have been
consented to in recent years or with in train planning applications

e Temporary Emergency Generation costs due to the electricity grid being under so
much pressure in recent years.

e All the cost in recent years for the additional network costs. For example the CRU
recently approved an investment package of up to €18.9 bn in Ireland’s national
electricity grid and network for the regulatory period 2026-2030.

e And now that the Government plans to build a State Led LNG import terminal.

CEPA have reportedly said that the LNG terminal will cost €900million to build, a
figure that doesn’t include the operational costs of paying all the LNG carriers that will
be transporting the fracked gas from the US.

Climate Emissions Modelling

The modelling of climate emissions used in the application is totally inadequate.

The application has modelled the climate emissions for 100 hours use of the power plant
saying that the annual emissions are only "between 21,299 and 21,779 tCO2e". The air
quality modelled for continuous use ( 24 hours per day, 365 days per year) so why has this
unrealistic climate emissions modelling being used.

In Eirgrid’s “Resource Adequacy Assessment 2025-2034 they stated “Since 2016, EirGrid
and SONI via the GCS have warned of an increasing tightness between

supply and demand. There is no question that the current outlook, based on the best
information available, remains challenging. It is likely that in the coming years the system will
experience a number of system alerts and the TSOs will need to work proactively to mitigate
the risk of a more serious impact across Ireland and Northern Ireland.”

The applicant hasn't justified why it has only chose to model emissions for 100 hours but
given the demand profile that Eirgrid are predicting over the next decade, the figures used by


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/nrg_pc_204__custom_19556001/default/table
https://beyondfossilfuels.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/20250123_Aurora_BFF_CRM-Report_final.pdf
https://www.cru.ie/about-us/news/cru-approves-record-investment-in-irelands-electricity-grid-and-network/
https://www.businesspost.ie/uncategorized/revealed-state-led-lng-facility-will-cost-e900-million/

the applicant are not realistic. This can be seen below from the images taken from the latest
Resource Adequacy Assessment. Data Centre demand is due to rise to over 30% of
electricity use by 2030.
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The obvious solution to prevent greenhouse gas and air pollutant emissions from the burning
of fossil fuels is to stop burning them - we need to rapidly reduce our energy demand back to
within the capacity of our renewable resources. An overall reduction in energy use is the only



viable basis for tackling climate change. This means we need strategies of so-called ‘energy
descent’ and ‘de-growth economics’. The strategies of using economic growth and interest
rates as a means to provide for the necessities of life, need to be disposed of and replaced
with strategies that don’t mine non-renewable resources.

This proposed development does the direct opposite to this and so should be rejected out of
hand.

Gluaiseacht
www.gluaiseacht.ie
gluaiseacht@agmail.com
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